
The Importance of Sustainability & “Green Initiatives” in the Legal Industry  
  
Environmental concern has steadily increased over the past 15 years for businesses and 
households alike, and yet the legal industry has done little to recognize the importance 
of environmental sustainability.  Law firms mandate pro bono programs, participate in 
charity events, offer volunteer hours, and hold holiday fundraisers, but do little to 
protect the environment. As participants in the community, leaders in society, and 
having a duty to represent clients and their best interests, law firms should be cognizant 
of what they can do for our planet. 
 
While some of the St. Louis area law firms have programs to lower their carbon 
footprint, many have found that it is not easy to start (and uphold) sustainability 
programs. Many times firms are thinking too large scale with no attainable goals in 
mind. If you are trying to start a program at your firm, keep in mind that “going green” 
can be as easy as implementing a firm-wide recycling program or using a business 
partner who offers services focused on recycling and reusing. The cost and time 
associated with researching and starting these programs may be challenging for many 
firms, so try starting small to achieve a higher participation rate from your team. 
 
In order to start a sustainability program, and for it to be successful, consider forming a 
green committee to get it off the ground. If your firm has an environmental practice ask 
a member from that group to join, and also ask several well-known and respected 
attorneys and C-level managers to join. This will encourage others to take part and want 
to be involved. Once the committee is formed, there are many simple, yet effective 
ways for your firm to become more sustainable. Inform your employees of the firm’s 
vision and goals. Include why the vision requires changes and what is expected of each 
employee. Share this information with them through several different avenues, so that 
it reaches everyone, people see it more than once and it stays top of mind. For example, 
include it in the employee newsletter, post it on the Intranet, hang reminder sheets in 
the break room (printed on recycled paper), etc. Possibly even create a contest floor by 
floor or each practice group against another to increase engagement.  
 
While every firm can achieve sustainability in its own unique way, here are some tips to 
begin lowering your firm’s carbon footprint: 
 

 Use energy smart light bulbs 

 Purchase Energy Star® or similar energy-saving office, kitchen and electronic 
equipment  

 Donate old office furniture and supplies  

 Recycle old equipment, such as batteries, toner cartridges, bottles, cans, paper, 
etc. 

 Put recycling bins in the break room, conference room and offices 

 Use recycled paper 



 Print double sided copies 

 Set-up all copiers and computers to go into sleep mode after 10 minutes of 
inactivity 

 Limit printed emails, and set a “don’t print” reminder to include in your emails 

 Distribute all internal memos and faxes electronically 

 Promote staying at environmentally friendly hotels 

 Promote carpooling or using public transportation through subsidies and 
reimbursements 

 Use e-tickets for flights 

 Limit paper and Styrofoam cups in your office 

 Use filtered water as opposed to bottled water 

 Pay bills online 
 
The American Bar Association encourages law firms to conserve energy and think about 
the environmental impact of your day-to-day practice. Law firms can participate in the 
ABA–EPA Law Office Climate Challenge by undertaking several best practices for 
conserving energy. For more information on how your firm can partake in the challenge, 
visit www.americanbar.org/groups.  
 
At PohlmanUSA, we are proud to support the effort to protect our planet each and 
every day as a certified Green Business. Every step we take individually and as a team 
helps protect our environment and save our planet. Learn more about what your firm 
can do at www.earthday.org, https://greenbusinessbureau.com/ or 
http://www.50waystohelp.com/.  
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